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Where 15 God When Tragedy Strikes?

"Why did God allow this to happen?®  This 15 often the guestion that runs through the
minds of family and friends when tragedy occurs. To some, it sounds too hideous to say
something like, "God killed vour son” when a child 15 killed in 8 car sccident.  So they
euphemistically say that God “allowed” the child to die such a death. But can a logical
mind make any distinction hefween the two? Ours do not, and we doubt if vours does
either,  If God could have stopped i, but instead allowed i, He necessanly shared the
responsibillity for the tragedy.

Why not let God speak for Himself from the paged of His "God bresthed" Word? By
way of a numhber of godly men whom He mmspired, He 15 the One Author of His
cohesive writben revelation to mankind sbout who He is, what kind of God He 1s, and
exactly how He relateds to people, who were His idea in the first place. The Bible savs
that Satan 1z the one who now holds the power of death, that 15, he 15 the ultmate
cause of death. This 15 either directly, via evil spirt intervention, such as a sprit of
murder caunsing one person to murder another, or indirectly, via one of the countless
diseases he has introduced nto the waorld, ar by destructive weather, or by a moned of

"accident.”

Hebrews 2:14
=ince the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his
death be might destrov him who holds the power of death-that 1s, the dewvil.

Suppose vou are sitfing in a8 restauwmt visiting with two friends, Billy and Joe. Bill sees
a guy with a lead pipe in his hand sneaking up behind vou. He turns to Joe and asks,
"How's your family? When vou wake up, don't yvou think vou will blame Bill almost as
much as vou blame the guy who hit you with the ppe? Whoran truly love a God who
canses suffering, or one who could stop 1f, but Just dectdes to "allow” 1t to happen?

In the beginming, God decided to give both angels and man genuine free will. God 15 love
(1John 4:16), and true love required giving the other party freedom not to reciprocate fove.
Thus, God "allowed” or "permitted” the possibality of evil in order to make possible an
unforced response of genuine goodness and love.  If something conmmary to His owill
happens, it 15 because God conned ot thal moment sftop if without goang against His own

nature.  How could that be? We believe there are three very good reasons:

First, because although He 15 the most powerful One in the spiritual war corrently raging
hetween good and evil, His nghteous nature requires Him to act justly even toward His

formidahle foe, the Devil. Second, He cannot vsump anyone's personal freedom of will,
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Third, His justice requires Him to allow people to experence the consequences of their
disobedience. [For further studv reas "ls God in Control?”]

To say that God cannot alwavs stop evil flies in the face of many Chrstians' fatalistic
concept of "the soverelgty of God," [1] a phrace, by the wav, not found in Scrpture. To
most Christians, this means that God s ruling over evervthing that happens, and 15 thus
responsible for it all.  Most Chrstians have also been tzught that God 15 "omnipotent,”
which sccording to Webster's actually means "all powerful® [2] Obvieusly God does not
have all power, because Satan also has plenty. We bebeve that most Christians use the
term “omnipotent” to mean that God has the most power and therefore cando whatever
He wants,  Although we certainly believe that God 1= the most powerful, His word shows

that He cannot alwayvs do whatever He wants whenever He wants to,  Clearly, He has
limited Himself in His Ward as to what He will and will not do.

Despite how much we may love to sing the versed of "Joy To The Warld” at Christmas
time, & quick glance at any newspaper of TV news program blatantly shows that Jesus
15 not ruling on the earth, becanse the place 1s an ahsolute mess Paradise 15 definitelv
Iost.  More definitively, there are a8 number of Scripture verses that make it plain that the

world 15 not vet subject to the rule of the Lord. [3] For example:

ICorinthians 15:24-26
(24} Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after
he has destroved all dominton, authrity and power.

(25) For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his fiest.
(26) The last enemy to be destroved s death.

It 15 obvious from the sbove verses that there 15 some “dominion,” some “authority,” and
some “power” that 1= not vet subject to the Lord.  Furthermore, it 15 obvious that death
15 an enemy of God, not a tool He wses, and that it 15 not vet destroved. Here are more

pertinent verses:

Hebrews 10:12 and 13

(12) But when this priest [Jesus Christ] had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he
sat down at the right hand of God.

(13} Since that ttime be walts for his enemies to be made his footstool

Because the Lord Jesus 15 now walting for his enemies to become his footstool, it 1s
obvious that they are not vet under his subjection. But God s the most powerful and
most wise one in the fight, and that means that human history a5 a whole will be
resplved according to his will.  The “whaole” will be made up of the parts of human
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history -individualzs—who chose to believe God's Word and do His will.

In regard to God's eventual wvictorv, consider the analogy of a chess match between
former World Chess Champion Bobby Fischer snd the presdent of 2 highschool chess
club.,  Although the latter might capture a few of his oppoent’s pteces and perhaps, to
and untrained eve, even appesr to gmn the upper han at some point, the outcome 15 never
in doubt.  No matter what the lesser player many do by the freedom of his will, the
master  plaver always has a8 superior strategy that will result in ultimate victory.

Likewise, God need not stoop to mampulating His opponent in order to achieve His goals.

Heanng that God is not controlling everything that happens may at frst cause some
Christians great consternation, and even feelings of helplessness.  Perhaps this 15 because
thev have actually trusted more in fatalistic predeterminism than in the love, power,
ahility, resourcefulness, and willingness of God to keep His promises regarding the
present amnd the future,  Also, this truth "ups the ante” in regard to the Importance of

one’s personal cholces In response to God's directives.
Az we see it, here are the only alternatives:

(A) there 15 no God, vour great-grandfather was a lzard and life 1s a "crapshoot”  Good
Iack!

(B) You are God. Good luck!

(C) There 15 a God whe determines evervthing that pappens. He 15 ahle and willing to
hoth help vou and hurt you, and there are no guarantees which He will do, or when He
will do it. Good luck!

(I3} There 15 a God who once made a Paradize for man and whe has guaranteed for
those who believe His Word that 1t will one day again be so.  In the meantime, He and
Hiz %on are far more powerful than their (and vour) enemy, and they are doing their
ahsolute best for vou each day. Yor have God's Word on it You don't need "luck”

Which sounds best to vou? When properly understood, this truth will for vou result in

greater love for God, Greater hated for the Devil, and greater desire to obev God's
wonderful Waord, which contains “everyvthing we need for life and godliness" (2 pet. 1530,
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