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The Messiah-The Great
Subject of the Old Testament

The (W Tesrament marfeave the roming essiah in thonsendds of wavs He s
forctnld of foreshadowed both in orooheey and in tvoe. The tabermacke and Temnole alone
:l‘!'lr'1|‘.u|1-' Him in dnzenz af wavse He ie fovechadowessd b the neects the feazte the

sacrifices. the altar. the bread of the presence, the menorah, the mercy seat, the colors,
the metals, and very dimensions.

It has often heen =aid that the creat subiect of the Word of God s Tesus
Chrizt the = of Caod While that troth 1= evident in the Wew Testament  iF 1=
erimially avident i the O3 And forthermore while it 1= clear that Teens was
indeed the suhiert of ceneral nronhecy thromehont the law of Woszes  the nronhets
and Paalm=z (Tonke 24525 7R44), a4 more vigorons study reveals an even richer
portrait of the coming Christ.

(rod nlaced in orbit around the nerson and work of the comine Messiah
almost the entire arrav of characters. ohiects and events of the Old Testament.
In s=ome honks. hizs "existence” or tvooloov 12 ohvions. n others. an annhication of
the oreater context of who Chnrst 1= 18 sometimes remired. Bub in everv honk.
his mace exists as the lifeblond that sostained the world untll the fime when
Tesus wonld actoally he hath tn nhvsically: manifest the heart of God. Here are
=ome of his primary "embodiments” in Old Testament
scripture:

In (wnesiz he iz the sped of the woman (3015],

In Fxndus he iz the nazzover lamhb (195110,

In Tewitirns he ig the hich mrest (21100

In Mumbhers he 12 the one lifted onoa nnle who oives healine (350
In Teanternmamy he 1= the nronhet from amone s hrothers (1E15),
In Tnshna he iz the cantain of the Tord = hnst (50140

In Tudeoes he is the stone that crushes the heads of his enemies
(R3]

In Buth he iz the kinsman-redesmer (3201

In 1 Samne]l he is the ark and mercy seat before whom pagan gods
b 152310

l1j|| 'e;iﬁfl{l]'nn{ﬂ he is the King-declared by prophets and anointed with
ml (R

In 1 Kinos he 1= the trme temnle where nennle meet Crod (8:11 ),

In @ Kinocs he g the oreat miracle worker (9000

:11" I1] Chronicles he is the descendant of Adam who will rule forever
In 2 Chronicles he 15 the child-king hidden and protected from his
enemies (211

In Frra he iz the tearher well-versed in the Taw of WMoses (7000
In Mehemiah he iz the e whn remembers ns with favor (R019)

In Father he is the gold scepter of mercy in the hand of God the
Kine (52

In Tnh he is the daveman, the mediator hetween God and man, that
Inh lonoced for (923310

In Pealme he iz the stone the hinilders relacted (115220,

In Prowerhs he ig the word fitly ennken (950111

In Ecclesiastes he is that which gives life meaning (2:25),
- | -



In Sance of Solomon he 1= the lover and oor beloved (2:16),

In Tzmiah he iz the son of the virein (7140

In Teremiah he iz the crnree of hvine waters (0130

In Tamentatinne he is the hope whose compassions are new every
marrine {30575)

In Exsliel he iz the nne who oives life tn dre bones (37110

In Thaniel he iz the son of man eomine in the cloods of heaven (7130

In Hnseg he is the faithful hushand who buvs back his unfaithful wife
(3

In Tewl he is the one who pours out the Lord’s spirit on all people

[P

In Amos he 5 God's plumb line, making the straight and crooked
nhrinme (723D

In (thadish he 12 the deliveranes on W Finm (v 171

In Tonah he is the sign-three dayvs and nights in the heart of the
earth (1:17]

In Micah he i= the neace that causes all nations to beat their swords
intoy nlnwhlades (450

In Nahum he s God's refuge to the good and God's vengeance to the
wirked (1:7)

In Hahaklule he iz the richterns one whn ves by faith (9540

In Zenhaniah he is the one who will restore the fortunes of Judah

(3

In Hacoal he iz the decired of all natinns 57

In Ferhariah he g the emitten shenherd (13710

In Malachi he i= the son of righteousness with healing in his wings

(421,

Who do vou say that he 18?7
He is so much more:

like Ahel'z eaerifire he iz the eacmifice that iz nleazing to God,

Tike Moah's arle he 12 the chelter fram (ol = wrath

like Wnzee” ataff, he is the one who makes a way for us in impossi-
hle =itnatinms

[ike manna he 12 the hread from hesven

Tike Trshus'= mile of rmoelks ke 12 the faithfnl witness

T“t"'*'::-ﬁ__:?;”"ﬂéi!'rﬂ ox goad, he is our victory against certain death.! Jud-
e 4

Pike (Gideon's fleece, he 15 God's sure sign that gives hope to the
hnnelazs

Like Samenn's iawhane, he 15 of little value to the worldly, but is the
leewr to wirtory in life

Like Tnab's trumpet, he is sounding a clear call to gather His faithful
arme

Iike Flitah's mantle he iz hoth a shalter from the estorma of the wor-
I and the nower of Dol in the hands of & Ffaithfal helicear

Fike the fourth man in Daniel, he 15 our protection from fiery extine-
tion,

Who do you say that he 18?7
People and events in the Old Testament foreshadow how Jesus work-
_2_



ed and prepared and lived before His God:

Tike Moah he nremared Hiz life hefore the etorm

like Ahraham he nheved Ciod and went where Giod Ted Him

like Tease he willinely arcented the hrde neovied by lis Father
Tike Tarnh he lesmed ohedienes throooh the thinee that he enffarsd
Tike Tnzenh he kent his heart from bitterness although he was mis-
treaterd b thoze arcomd Tim

Tike Mozee he was meel hafore Ceod

Tike Tnshua he was a fearless leader

Tike (Whniel he forsonk worldly wealth fo deliver Gaod’s nennle
Tike Fhod he ionoeed the fact that the world thonoht Hime enraed,
like Twhorah he did not mind hrealine enltoral stereotypes.

like Madenn he fore dowrn altare of fales relicion

like Temhthah he had family neohleme tint overcame them

Like Samson, he was aggressive, and sought an occation against the

PIETY

like Samupel, he kept himself pure when the priests around him were
COTrImne

Tike DNavid, he started with a small, untrained group but trained them
faithfnllr

Tike Solomon he orew n wisdom unfl iF was vast,

like Flitah he eomhined His words with power.

Tike Tnh he was a oichterms anfferer

Iike Father he coneealed hiz troe identite antil the neomer fime
Iike Teaiah he confinnalle est hefore the neonle the ffnre hone
like Teremiah he was naszinnate sven weeping for his people.
like Dniel, He praved fervently to God.

Who do you say that he 15?7

lesms Christ is the ereat subject of the Word of God and the central
figure of all human history.

He iz the ztar ot of Taroh

He iz the "orast lioht™ foretald by Tesiah

He iz s nrieet sfter the order of Welehiredek

He iz the nne who nnites the Priesthnod with the Kingship.
He iz the kine eomine with salvabion

He i the king who comes in the name of the Lord.

The Mezaiah 12 mictred in 20 mane wavs o the Old Teatament that
it wonld be a dauntineg task indeed to list them. Some of the references to
the me=zziah are verv clear and straightforward, while others are veiled to a
geater or lesser extent.

The Messiah in Genesis

A hrief awverview of (enegic alone shows that there are dogens of
clear prophecies and foreshadowings of the coming Messiah,

He i the last Adam foreshadowed by the first Adam (5:1),
He is the seed of the woman (3:15).
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He iz the mne who will 2hed hig hlood f0 eover the <ineg of mani 32211
He iz an ark and those who take refuge in him will not perish in the
midoement {rh G-H)

He iz the Shermite with whom G g mnet hleeasd (90771

He 1= the "eeed” of Ahraham that will hless gll the nations (12:3),

He wall deztroor the wicked with fire (191

He iz the neomised child  as T=zaoe was (18100

He 1= the lamhb the Taord will neovide for sacrifice (2208),

He iz the eon willine vntoe death 1225010

He walles with ne to malke rnr inmrner a eneeess (20400

He iz the eeed of Tease who will hlesze all natinne (9R24)

He iz the ane whom the ngtions will =erev and before whom the
nenmle will hoswe T27200

He iz the stmirwasy to (ol (25010

He iz the weed of Taroh who will hless all nannns (9830140

He iz "Indah” the rraize of the Tord (795950 ["Todah"means "riraized™)
He iz the faithfn] witness who witnesses our actions, hoth good and
hard (31:44-72%

He wrestlee with n= shows= np our weaknesses, and works to make
n= intn hiz imace (322A-3M

He iz the mne the natinne wall ohey (49100

He like Tneenh was the favorite eon hetraved by his friends feminted
with evil. hot finallvy elevated to the riecht hand of the ruler. althooeh
others meant harm, God turned their actions into good that many might
be saved (5020,

Who do you say that he 15?7

thizs owverview of the Mesziah in Genesis 12 by no means exhanstive. A
similar overview can he done for manv hooks n the Old Testament. hecansze
leans Christ the Mesziah of God = it's grand sohiect Behind nearlv everv
character. ohiect and event 1= the nronhetic nresence of the comine one one
whize life stands at the verv erossrosds of stermite. It iz he hefore whom everv
nerson who haz ever tread tnon the earth most stand one dav and reconize as
Lord Tt 1= he for whom we labor. bearine the oood news of his comine to the
pnc= nf the earth  that everv man would know how to answer the guestion:
*Who do you say that [ am”.



